
MILLIONS OF ARTICLES MIGHT SOON DISAPPEAR FROM RESEARCHGATE, THE WORLD’S LARGEST SCHOLARLY SOCIAL NETWORK

Last week, five publishers said they had formed a coalition that would start ordering
ResearchGate to remove research articles from its site because they breach publishers'
copyright. A spokesperson for the group said that up to 7 million papers could be affected, and
that a first batch of take-down notices, for around 100,000 articles, would be sent out
"imminently".
Meanwhile, coalition members Elsevier and the American Chemical Society have filed a lawsuit
to try to prevent copyrighted material appearing on ResearchGate in future. The complaint,
which has not been made public, was filed on 6 October in a regional court in Germany.
(ResearchGate is based in Berlin). It makes a "symbolic request for damages" but its goal is to
change the site's behaviour, a spokesperson says. (Fonte: R. Van Noorden, 10-10-17)
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